Ramsay Centre and University of Wollongong sign Memorandum of Understanding

STATEMENT FROM CEO PROFESSOR SIMON HAINES
AS part of a philanthropic gift to the Humanities in Australia, the Ramsay Centre for Western Civilisation has today
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the University of Wollongong (UOW), to fund a new BA degree in
Western Civilisation, and a related scholarship program.
This is the first university partnership for the Centre, which was created with an endowment from the late Paul
Ramsay AO, founder of Ramsay Health Care. The Centre seeks to advance education through study and discussion
of western civilisation, including through university partnerships. It is currently in discussion with several other
universities, including within the Group of Eight.
Worth upwards of $50 million over 8 years, the partnership will also fund 150 undergraduate scholarships, and
the hiring of world-class educators.
We are delighted to be partnering with the University of Wollongong. The negotiations have been conducted in a
highly collegiate and mutually respectful manner over the last twelve months. Together we are excited about the
wonderful opportunity for students in the Humanities this partnership presents.
The BA (Western Civilisation) will comprise 16 newly created subjects, leaving room for students to take an
outside major or double degree. Students will study the great texts of western civilisation in small groups.
We have always said that the success of the degree would depend on the quality of the teaching and UOW
attaches great importance to teaching standards and quality.
UOW’s Western Civilisation program will be directed by Professor Daniel Hutto who is a gifted and passionate
educator, committed to hiring world-class scholars and teachers into the program.
Students will benefit from UOW’s emphasis on teacher quality and student engagement. In 2018 the Quality
Indicators for Learning and Teaching (QILT) ranked UOW as the number one NSW university. It also ranked UOW
as NSW’s best university in eight study areas including the humanities and law.
The University of Wollongong is a university on the rise, ranked equal 10th in Australia in the 2019 Times Higher
Education World University rankings and 30th in the world in the Times Higher Education Young University
rankings.
Media contact: Sarah Switzer 0407 816 098/ sarah.switzer@ramsaycentre.org
For more information on the centre please visit our website: www.ramsaycentre.org

